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Jadira Gurulé - Albuquerque, NM 
Curator 
National Hispanic Cultural Center Art Museum 
 
Jadira Gurulé was born in Albuquerque, New Mexico, U.S. She has been a curator at the National 
Hispanic Cultural Center (NHCC) Art Museum in Albuquerque since 2016 but has a much longer history 
with the Center. In 2008, she began volunteering as a docent and soon after, became an intern with the 
Visual Arts Program at the Center while she finished her BA in Art History at the University of New 
Mexico (UNM).   
 
Gurulé received her MA in American Studies from UNM in 2015 where she focused on visual and 
popular culture with an emphasis in race, gender, and sexuality—topics that continue to inform her 
work in the arts.   
 
Since 2016, Gurulé has curated multiple iterations of the NHCC Art Museum permanent collection 
exhibition, Aquí Estamos (2017 & 2020), and the exhibitions Fantasía Fantástica: Imaginative Spaces and 
Other-Worldly Collage (2016), Because It’s Time: Unraveling Race and Place in NM (2018), Qué Chola 
(2019), and Mira, Mira On the Wall: Reflecting on 20 Years of Exhibitions (2021). Her most recent 
exhibition, Fronteras del Futuro: Art in New Mexico and Beyond (2022) examines the intersections of art, 
speculative fiction, science fiction, and more.  
 
Gurulé’s article, “Unraveling Latinx Racial Politics: Museums, Intersectionality, and Art in Conversation,” 
is included in the Spring 2020 Issue of Chiricú Journal: Latina/o Literatures, Arts and Cultures and she has 
a piece about the exhibition, Mira, Mira On the Wall: Reflecting on 20 Years of Exhibitions, in the 
Summer 2020 issue of El Palacio: Art, History, & Culture of the Southwest.  
 
In her spare time, Gurulé enjoys creative writing in a style that is heavily influenced by Demetria 
Martínez’s book, Confessions of a Berlitz-Tape Chicana (2005), among others. She dabbles in collage and 
visual journaling like her mother and takes many walks in the bosque and along the acequias (a habit 
she inherited from her father).  
 
 
Oliver Kim - Arlington, VA 
Director, Federal Policy 
Cambia Health Solutions 
 
Oliver Kim has worked on health law and policy at the state and federal level for nearly two decades. 
Currently, he works is the director of federal affairs at Cambia Health Solutions, a nonprofit health plan 
in the Pacific Northwest, and an adjunct professor of law with the University of Pittsburgh. He served as 
senior legislative counsel to U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow for eight years and two years as the deputy 
director for the U.S. Senate Special Committee on Aging where he worked on critical legislation such as 
the Affordable Care Act. Additionally, Oliver was the legislative director for Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America. 
 
He has presented internationally and been published in legal and policy journals. He was selected for a 
Fulbright Scholar award to Canada, an Endeavour fellowship from the Australian government, the 
Woodrow Wilson foreign policy fellowship, the inaugural AcademyHealth Health Policy in Action award, 
and the American Council of Young Political Leaders’ political exchange program.  
 



2022 Young Leaders – Biographies 

 3 

 
 
Oliver is the board chair of the Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Forum and sits on the board of 
the Metro Washington, DC Planned Parenthood advocacy board and on the Virginia board of medicine. 
He received his BA in English and history from Indiana University at Bloomington, JD from the University 
of Minnesota, and LLM from Georgetown University. 
 
 
Willie Lyles, III - Washington, DC  

Senior Advisor and Counsel  

United States House of Representatives, Office of the Majority Whip  

Willie Lyles, III, of Blythewood, South Carolina, currently serves as Senior Advisor and Counsel to the 
House Majority Whip. In 2006, Willie graduated from Winthrop University in Rock Hill, South Carolina 
with a B.A. in Political Science. In 2017, Willie received his Juris Doctorate from Southern Illinois 
University School of Law and practiced law in Missouri and Illinois.   

Upon graduation from Winthrop, he served as Executive Director for The Freedom Center and 
concurrently served as campaign manager for a current member of the South Carolina House of 
Representatives.   

In 2008, Willie accepted an opportunity to work for the Majority Whip of the United States House of 
Representatives and within an 18-month time period was promoted to Legislative Assistant, advising 
a senior member of the House on education, agriculture and defense. Willie also served as staff 
coordinator for the Democratic Faith Working Group.   

During the 2012 campaign season, Willie worked for a congressional candidate from Southern 
Illinois; an opportunity that would lead him to become the Deputy Chief of Staff and Legislative 
Director for the newly elected congressman. In his role, Willie served as a senior advisor to the 
representative creating legislative policy and leading a legislative team.   

After graduating from SIU Law, Willie relocated to St. Louis to work as an attorney in private practice. In 
2019, Willie was called back to Washington, DC to serve as Legislative Director for a senior member of 
the United States House of Representatives. One year later, Willie was recruited to join the Washington, 
DC office of one of the largest electric utilities in America, representing the company on Capitol Hill.  
 
 
Scott McCullers – Seattle, WA 
Program Manager 
Microsoft Corp 
 
Over the past 10 years, Scott has held positions in tech, government, and international organizations. He 
started his career with the United Nations World Food Programme in Tanzania, working with regional 
leaders to deliver food aid to rural schools.   
 
In Congress, Scott advised the Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee on a range of technology 
policy areas, including cybersecurity and international data sharing agreements. He orchestrated 
Committee hearings with technology company executives, government officials, and civil society leaders 
and helped to advance bipartisan legislation.  
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Today, Scott is a technical Program Manager at Microsoft, where he works on a variety of Microsoft’s 
company-wide initiatives, including the expansion of broadband access in the United States, 
disinformation prevention, and sustainability. He specializes in using data analytics & data storytelling to 
inform Microsoft’s advocacy work and investments to solve big problems. In 2020, Scott launched an 
initiative with the University of Oxford to build COVID-19 forecast models used by the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention that quantified, for the first time, the efficacy of government policy 
interventions. In 2021, he ran a program with Harvard University to accelerate the adoption of privacy-
preserving technology in the private, public, and nonprofit sectors.   
 
Scott grew up in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida and now lives with his wife, Kirsten, in Seattle. He’s an avid 
runner, musician, and surfer. Scott is a graduate of the University of North Florida (B.A.) and 
Georgetown University (M.B.A.).   
 
 
Jeanette Quick - San Francisco, CA 
Head of Compliance and Public Policy, 
Gusto  
 
Jeanette Quick is Head of Compliance and Public Policy at Gusto, a people platform that serves more 
than 200,000 small businesses. She was previously Senior Counsel to the United States Senate Banking 
Committee for Chairman Tim Johnson and then-Ranking Member Sherrod Brown, for whom she was the 
senior advisor on consumer and small business finance. Prior to that, she was Senior Attorney at the 
Office of the Comptroller of the Currency and Deputy General Counsel at Scratch Services. Jeanette is an 
Eisenhower Fellow, Truman National Security Project Political Partner, Carnegie Council for Ethics in 
International Affairs New Leader, Robert J. Myers Fellow, an elected member of the Pacific Council on 
International Policy, and a past chair of the California Lawyers Association Consumer Financial Services 
Committee. She earned her J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center and a B.A. in economics and 
philosophy from the University of California, Berkeley. 
 
 
Teresa Ramírez - Silver Spring, MD 
Program Manager 
American Physiological Society 
 
Teresa Ramírez, Ph.D., has over 17 years of experience in biomedical research, where she did a postdoc 
at the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, studying the mechanism on the chronic effects 
of alcohol in the liver. She is currently a program manager in the Department of Member Communities at 
the American Physiological Society (APS), where she leads most of the organization’s diversity, equity, and 
inclusion initiatives, programming and two major fellowships. She works with both U.S. and international 
members. Dr. Ramírez a scientific influencer, mentor, first-generation & community role model that 
mentors and inspires many students from coast to coast. She actively participates in the Latino/Hispanic 
community as an advocate to provide resources and opportunities within the Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Mathematics (STEAM). She is the first from her family to have graduated from college 
(California State University, Dominguez Hills) and to have obtained a doctorate degree in Molecular 
Pharmacology and Physiology from Brown University.  
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Dr. Ramírez has been a long-time member of the Society for the Advancement of Hispanic/Chicano and 
Native Americans in Science (SACNAS), whose mission is to foster the success of Chicanos/Hispanics and 
Native Americans, in attaining advanced degrees, careers, and positions in leadership in STEM.  
 
Dr. Ramírez is the past chair for the Mujeres de HACE DC/McLean Alumnae Board, whose mission is to 
empower Latina women in the D.C./MD/VA become leaders in their communities and continue achieving 
the next steps of their careers. She is also part of the board for Latinas Leading Tomorrow, which is a non-
profit geared to provide mentorship to young Latina middle and high school girls to become college bound 
and exposes them to various college opportunities. Dr. Ramírez is passionate about sharing her love for 
science and firmly believes in the importance of mentorship.  
 
 
Brandon Smith - Cane Ridge, TN 
Assistant Solicitor General, Director of Policy 
Office of the Tennessee Attorney General 
 
Brandon James Smith serves as the Assistant Solicitor General and Policy Director for the Tennessee 
Attorney General. He previously served as a senior aid to the Governor of Kansas and the Governor of 
Kentucky. Prior to his work in state government Brandon served as Deputy Director of the Federalist 
Society, clinic director for Christian Legal Aid of Washington D.C., and as an adjunct professor at 
American University.  He received is LL.M. in International Law and U.S. Foreign Relations from the 
George Washington University School of Law and his Juris Doctorate from the University of Kansas 
School of Law, where he clerked for a district court judge, the Kansas House Judiciary Committee, and a 
district attorney for whom he tried multiple cases. He is a member of the Kansas and Tennessee 
Bars. Brandon received his B.A. in Political Science with honors from Abilene Christian University. His 
published work has appeared in National Review, The Huffington Post, The Washington Examiner, Real 
Clear Politics, The Federalist, The Washington Times, and elsewhere. Currently, he resides in Nashville, 
TN.   
 
 
Dana Wagner - San Francisco, CA 
Chief Legal Officer and Corporate Secretary 
Twilio 
 
Dana R. Wagner has worked in a variety of senior positions in technology companies and in government. 
Currently he is the Chief Legal Officer at Twilio Inc. where he leads the company's legal, 
government affairs, regulatory compliance, and privacy teams. He also sits on the Board of Directors of 
the Centre Consortium, a cryptocurrency organization focused on stablecoin technology, and on the 
board of a nonprofit devoted to teaching computer literacy to young adults in Oakland, CA.   
  
From 2017 through 2021, Dana served as the Chief Legal Officer and Corporate Secretary of Impossible 
Foods, where he oversaw the company’s legal, policy, quality control, and security operations. From 
2011 through 2016, Dana served as the General Counsel of the financial technology company Square 
Inc., where he built and led the legal, government relations, compliance, and security teams.  While at 
Square, he played a central role in the company’s design and launch of innovative financial products, its 
expansion into international markets, and its initial public offering.  Before that, he led antitrust, 
competition, and consumer protection matters at Google from 2007 to 2011, and he held various 
positions in the U.S. Department of Justice from 2000 through 2007.    
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Dana has taught and lectured at Yale Law School, Harvard Law School, Stanford Law School, Berkeley 
Law, Northwestern University, U.C. Hastings College of the Law, and many other institutions on the 
topics of law, business, and technology.  He received his undergraduate degrees in Economics and 
Comparative Literature from the University of California-Berkeley and his J.D. from Yale Law School.   
 
His personal interests include literature, sports of all kinds, and exploring the great foods and wines of 
the world.  
 
 
Rachael Watson - Chantilly, VA 
President/CEO 
Every Child Fed 
 
Rachael Watson, a Kansas native, is a social impact strategist and co-founder of Every Child Fed. She has 
lived and worked across Latin America and Africa, starting her international development career 
working with grassroots organizations addressing the challenges of orphans and vulnerable children in 
Zimbabwe. She later co-founded Every Child Fed, an organization focused on empowering mothers with 
sustainable solutions to child malnutrition in Africa.    
 

In addition to international development, Rachael has experience working in healthcare and social 
impact consulting for large multinational corporations spanning industries including: technology, 
pharmaceuticals, luxury goods, telecoms and media.   
 

Rachael is a lifelong learner and teacher. She was honored to be chosen to participate in the Presidential 
Leadership Scholar Program in 2015. She serves as a board member and an executive mentor with the 
Global Good Fund, which provides mentoring to high potential young social leaders. She has taught GED 
classes at a medium security prison and taught Social Entrepreneurship at the Shenandoah University 
Byrd School of Business.  
 

Rachael holds a BA in Latin American Studies and Sociology from Vanderbilt University, an MA in 
International Development from George Washington University, and an MA in International Child 
Welfare from the University of East Anglia in the UK.   
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José Mercado 
Director of Policy, Communications, & Strategic Partnerships 
D&P Creative Strategies / United States Spain Council 
 
 
Among the many influential roles José occupies at D&P Creative 
Strategies, he is most passionate about directing resources back to his 
community. As Director of Policy, Communications & Strategic 
Partnerships, José integrates government relations, strategic 

communication, and advocacy into comprehensive policy action plans, giving clients a one-of-a-kind 
approach.   
  
As the firm’s resident wordsmith, José strategically translates policy language into user-friendly, 
optimized content to ensure public-facing communications align with clients’ policy positions and 
political strategy. In addition, he serves as an important liaison between corporate clients and third 
parties, like nonprofits and advocacy organizations. Having worked in both industries himself, José has 
an uncommon understanding of the needs and priorities of everyone involved.  
  
After securing an internship with the National Institute of Food and Agriculture in his final year of 
college, José was selected among hundreds of competitive candidates as a Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Institute Fellow, where he worked for Senator Robert Menendez, handling a diverse policy 
portfolio encompassing Latino Affairs.  
  
As the child of Mexican immigrants, Jose is a proud, first-generation graduate of the University of 
California, Berkeley, where he earned his Bachelor of Arts degrees in Legal Studies and Social Welfare. 
He attributes his career successes to his family and friends, who have provided him with unwavering 
support.  
 


